
Lake Claire Neighbors 

Meeting October 17, 2013, at the Frazer Center 

Minutes 

 
Neighbors gathered for refreshments (pizza compliments of Savage Pizza, and wine and sodas) 15 

minutes before the meeting.   The Lake Claire Neighbors Association is very grateful  to Savage Pizza 

for its generous support.      At the beginning of the meeting, there were 22 people present. 

                                                        

LCN President Joe Agee called the meeting to order.  He called upon Valencia Hudson for a report.  

(Valencia is the security representative for Councilwoman Natalyn Archibong.)  Valencia reported that 

crime is down in 608, especially the Lake Claire part of 608, excepting automobile break-ins.  She 

discussed a recent meeting of the Atlanta 911 Task Force.  One of the problems discussed is that if one 

phones 911 from our neighborhood, it is unclear whether one will reach Dekalb or City of Atlanta, and 

there have been incidences of jurisdictional confusion resulting in neither jurisdiction writing up a 

report.  To be sure to reach the City of Atlanta from our neighborhood, call 404-678-6666, she noted, 

and identify the location, as it won’t be automatic as when one phones 911. 

 

Next on the agenda was LCN officer reports.   Joe called upon Treasurer Andrew Sherwood.  Andrew 

reported the following: 

Savings Account    $3684 

Checking Account   $2073 

Greenspace Fund   $3000 

City Beautification Fund  $1500 

Community Foundation Fund  $1000 

Mural Fund    $4289 

Members who have paid dues  97 (i.e, 3 short of 100!!)    Andrew reminded people who haven’t 

paid dues that dues are $20 per household. 

 

Carol Holliday, VP of Planning, reminded everyone that City of Atlanta residents and businesses are 

now required to register their security and burglar alarm systems. (See last month’s Clarion.)  The new 

false alarm ordinance took effect on September 15, and residents have until February 1, 2014 to 

register without incurring an unregistered alarm penalty.  Residents may register their alarm systems for 

free online at www.crywolf.us/atlantaga/ or by calling 1-855-725-7102.  There is a $150 fine for not 

registering an alarm.  If an alarm is activated, and it turns out to be false, there is no fine, just a warning, 

but the second false alarm will result in a $50 fine to the homeowner.  Fines will escalate for each 

false call thereafter.  The registration process, however, is easy (calling the number 855-725-7102 or 

accessing via website above), and you will be given a permit number from the APD that you must 

give to your alarm company in order to complete the process.  Beth Damon committed to notifying 

our website manager, Will, to put this information on the website, and as of posting these minutes, has 

done so.   

 

The other officers not being present, Joe moved on to the next agenda items.  Joe noted that the 

Clairmont Hotel is being renovated.  There was some discussion.  Joe then called upon guest John Paul 

Michalik.  Mr. Michalik is running against Councilwoman Archibong.  He spoke briefly, introducing 

himself, and stated that he is running because he feels new blood is needed, that in his conversations 

with neighbors across the district, the number one issue to be mentioned was the new stadium.  He has 

been president of Old Fourth Ward Neighbors for 2 years.  He feels the City has not paid attention to his 

neighborhood, which has a high incidence of crime, including his own residence being vandalized twice 

and victim of a home invasion.  He noted shootouts in their neighborhood as well, and the City not 

http://www.crywolf.us/atlantaga/
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responding adequately.  Four candidates are running against Natalyn Archibong.  Mr. Michalik 

remained for the entire meeting.   

 

The next item was Announcement of candidates for LCN officers in 2014 for the annual election to 

be held at the regular meeting, November 21.  According to the new bylaws, those interested in 

running for LCN officer positions must announce at this meeting.  Each of the current VPs, Dan White 

(VP/Zoning), Kathie Ryan (VP/Safety), Carol Holliday (VP/Planning) Nancy Dorsner 

(VP/Communication), Andrew Sherwood (Treasurer) and Joe Agee (President), announced Joe, are 

interested in “re-upping.”  Kathy Evans (Fundraising) is stepping down, and Sara Rockaway is 

interested in running.  James Ezelio (VP/Environment) is moving to Inman Park (and thus, stepping 

down), and Christiane French is interested in running for the position.  Joe then called upon nominations 

including self-nominations, from the floor, and there were none, so this will be the slate voted upon at 

the November meeting.  Dan White thanked Beth for her continued work over the past two years on the 

Clarion.  Beth will continue to be Editor.   

 

Joe called upon Tyralynn Frazier, Cara Haycak, and Beth Radtke, who came to explain a project 

for the neighborhood that they have conceived and for which they seek others’ involvement.  They are 

starting a family project, which will utilize the Land Trust as a teaching tool, and involve side projects 

such as after-school care, and other activities.  To begin, they are distributing a survey to determine 

interest and seek others’ help.  One example of a program would be Environmental Scouts, using the 

Free School model.  They eventually would hope to include other neighborhoods.  Joe expressed how 

important such initiatives are for our neighborhood and its important foundational organizations, 

including not only the Land Trust, but the Frazer Center and Clifton Sanctuaries.  Tyralynn expressed 

that they will approach these groups as well to include them.    Beth Damon requested a blurb from this 

committee for the Clarion. 

 

Next, Joe moved to a discussion of Greenspaces and Parks.  He called upon Brynan Hadway, who 

explained the progress of the Clean Up day on Saturday at the Land Trust.  Folks helped with 

landscaping and moving boulders/stones; they tried to include the Frazer Center adults, but it didn’t 

work out because MARTA Mobility buses don’t run on weekends.  Judy Hammock, Joe mentioned, did 

a great job of organizing Friends of Lake Claire’s clean-up of Lake Claire Park last Saturday.  There are 

plans to work on Harold Avenue’s green space, and as a result of Councilwoman Archibong’s donation, 

plants have already purchased, and the volunteer planting day will be Saturday, Oct. 26, from 9:00 to 

1:00.    

Everyone was pleased with the way Lake Claire’s various neighborhood groups work together on 

initiatives, including cleaning up our greenspaces. 

 

Then it was time for the zoning report by Dan White.  He presented the Variance Application for 495 

Harold Ave:  Applicants Pedram “PJ” and Kim Javaheri seek variance  from zoning regulations to 

reduce south side yard setback from required 7ft to 5 ft, reduce north side yard setback from required 7 

ft to 4ft 8 inches and reduce front yard setback from required 35ft  to 33ft 11inches for a large second-

story addition.  Dan explained the process of approvals at first the neighborhood meeting, then 

subsequently the NPU, and finally the BZA.   The applicants passed out handouts, and discussed their 

reasons, and those present voted.  At the time of the vote there were 14 present, 12 in favor, 2 opposed, 

so the “ayes had it,” and they will now present to the NPU with the yes-vote from the neighborhood. 
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Joe asked if there were any other issues – those with concerns or information they wished to bring to 

the membership; and there were none.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjoined (1 

hour, 20 minutes).    Lake Claire Neighbors meets the third Thursday of each month, so the next meeting 

is November 21. 

 

 

Minutes taken by Beth Damon 


